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	Club Officers

	President
	Toni Eichholz
	816-520-8029

	Vice-President
	Mark Swanson
	913-649-9521

	Secretary
	Erin Goins
	816-298-7786

	Treasurer
	Wendy Flegel
	816-289-0355

	Bench/Obedience
	Laura Roehrich
	913-385-8015

	Board Members
	Laura Roehrich
Crystal O’Dell
	816-385-8015

816-456-5427

	WCA Liaison
	Debby Neal
	816-436-9221

	Membership/

Ratings
	Mark Swanson
	913-649-9521

	Club Web Site
	http://www.WCGKC.org

	Ways & Means
	Crystal O’Dell
	816-456-5427

	Club Webmasters
	Toni Eichholz

Sharon Bridges
	816-520-8029
816-626-3256

	Club Newsletter
	Sherry Rife
	712-585-3427

	Editor Email
	greydog@myfmtc.com


Events to Note
Feb. 13
Club Meeting-RSVP Wendy Flegel
Mar. 13  Club Meeting-RSVP Toni Eichholz

Mar. 13  K-9 Veterans Day
Mar. 19  WCGKC Annual Specialty Show

Mar. 20  Designated Specialty
Apr. 17-18  Pet Expo

Hello Fellow Weimaraner Club Members!
It’s that time again…the new year is upon us and our February Valentine’s Day meeting will be held on Saturday, February 13th. Party is to commence at 12 p.m. noon, sharp. That's in doggie time…
To celebrate Cleatus’ honorary 3rd birthday we’d like to again invite all his four-legged canine friends over for your choice of some chili or ham and bean soup. Please bring an accoutrement to these oh-so-main of dishes! We’ll need some appetizers, some desserts, some sides, some toppings, and of course some beverages! Dog bones are acceptable too…we prefer the Nature’s Logic Duck & Salmon treats – you can find them at the Brookside Barkery… ;o)
Please RSVP for this meeting with your number attending and food selection no later than Wednesday, Feb. 10th. We need to know how much food to prepare. You may reserve your spot at the dog table by calling Nixie at 816-289-0355. All two-legged handlers are welcome as long as they don’t eat off of our table or steal our plated foodstuff. Counter-Surfers beware…we have squirt guns and we know how to use them.

Be there or be a cat! :) 

Sincerely,

Nixie and Cleatus 
(and our person: Wendy) 
Dates on the February Calendar
2nd Ground Hog Day

12th Lincoln’s Birthday

14th Valentine’s Day

15th President’s Day

16th Mardi Gras

17th Ash Wednesday

22nd Washington’s Birthday

Minutes of January Club Meeting
Meeting called to order by Toni Eichholz January 16, 2010 at 6:30 p. m.
Motion was made by Mark Swanson to accept the minutes as printed in the November newsletter, seconded by Wendy Flegel voted and passed unanimously.

Secretaries Report:  received an email from AKC National Pointing Breed Championship in Nebraska requesting sponsorship.  We declined as it wasn’t a local event.

Treasurers Report: given

Specialty Report:  March 19, 2010 Friday night at the New Independence Event Center.  Helpers will need to start showing up around 4:00 so we can get everything set up. Our designated specialty will be on March 20 same location. Friday night will be the evening that we will have our raffle!! Please start collecting items and get with Debby Neal – 816-436-9221 with any items you have available for donation for the raffle. Remember this is the BIG time for us to raise money for the club. Please help with any little thing you can come up with. Also need to work on sponsorships for the shows!!  $25.00 for each class which helps to offset the various fees associated with putting on our show including judges, trophies, refreshments and various other items. If you or someone you know would wish to sponsor a class PLEASE send Laura Roehrich your first, second and third choice of class you would like to sponsor. You can contact her at weims4me77@yahoo.com or 913-385-0815.  Please mail sponsorships to Laura Roehrich – 7611 Rosewood Dr. – Prairie Village, KS, 66208. Toni & Wendy will take care of the sandwiches this year and Mark Swanson will take care of beverages and condiments for the sandwiches.
Hunt Test and Ratings:  Shawn Goins will be helping with the Ratings this year. Mark Swanson brought up the possibility of having a two day hunt test and doing the ratings on a separate weekend. Mark will check into the available dates at James A Reed and get back with us.

Membership:  Please remember to mention the club whenever you see someone with a weim and also if you talk with someone with interest in getting a puppy or asking for information on our wonderful dogs. It was discussed the possibility of the club paying a portion of members dues to the WCA. This will be discussed again in the future.

Website: We will revisit the issues at the February meeting that were discussed at our November meeting. Toni Eichholz will continue to try and get the t-shirts up on the store site.

Newsletter: Sherry Rife would appreciate having any items for the newsletter no later than the Friday following our meetings for inclusion in the current newsletter.  Of course you can submit it at anytime during the month!!

Ways & Means:  Wendy Flegel has agreed to be the new chairperson and will be in charge of the inventory.  If anyone has any Club merchandise out there please make sure that you get it to Wendy as soon as possible. Wendy will check with the company that made our Banner about cling free decals. Mark Swanson made a motion that Wendy be able to purchase new tubs for the inventory to help keep it organized Laura Roehrich seconded it – voted and passed unanimously. Year long raffle – we still need ideas for it! Please bring your thoughts to the February meeting.

Pet Expo:  April 17th & 18th, 2010 at The American Royal. Toni will be setting up on the 16th and anyone that can assist it would be appreciated. Motion made by Laura Roehrich for Toni Eichholz to be allowed to spend $75 for the raffle basket seconded by Wendy Flegel voted and passed unanimously.  The proceeds will be divided – 1/3 to National Rescue – 1/3 to Midwest Paws and 1/3 to be retained by our club for public education.

Old Business:  Business cards – Toni will get some new ones ordered without phone numbers in time for our specialty. Also we need some new Meet The Breed pamphlets – Toni will bring prices to the February meeting for discussion. Newspaper ad – motion made by Laura Roehrich to run again the first of March to make sure we can get info out for the shows and pet expo. Seconded by Mark Swanson voted and passed unanimously – Laura will take care of getting the ad put in also checking with some of the smaller newspapers on rates.

New Business:  Wendy Flegel has attended a Disaster Preparedness Seminar. At the seminar she was excited to report that the National Red Cross is in the process of setting up emergency shelters that would be available for use that you can take your pets in the event of a disaster.

Mark Swanson brought up the thought that maybe having evening meetings in the winters vs. having meetings on the weekends. Something to think about for the future!  Feedback is most welcome!!

Upcoming meetings:

FEBRUARY DATE AND TIME IS CHANGED!!!  February 13, 2010 – 12:00 NOON – Wendy Flegel – 4435 N. Oakley Ave. – KCMO – 816-289-0355 – dogs are welcome!!  Please call Wendy ASAP with yea or nay on being able to attend please!!

March 13th – 9:00 a.m. – Corner Café – Riverside – Please RSVP to Toni Eichholz at 816-520-8029.

March 19th – Annual Specialty at Independence Event Center

March 20th – Designated Specialty – Independence Event Center

April 17 & 18 – Pet Expo – American Royal Complex.

Motion made by Laura Roehrich to adjourn the meeting 2nd by Wendy Flegel and passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted by Laura Roehrich
Behavior Modification
From DogProblems.com

There are three keys to successful behavior modification:

Timing: The praise or the correction has to happen immediately for the dog. (or within 7-9 seconds, if you yell "No!" when he does the behavior and then it can take you no more than 7-9 secs. to get to him and administer the correction.
Consistency: Every time the dog does the behavior, he gets a (negative association, in this case). I.E. If you rest your hand on a hot stove... it always hurts. If sometimes it gave us the sensation of eating ice cream, we'd always be seeing if we could get away with touching a hot stove.

Motivation: The dog needs a meaningful correction (or meaningful praise-- if you're trying to encourage a behavior). To do this, you're going to have to use a training collar and tab/leash, a pinch collar and leash, or a remote e-collar. Do not give your dog $2 tickets... if you can follow my analogy. Do not give him $20,000 tickets. Find his sensitivity level (by reading his body language) and give him a meaningful correction that is motivational enough, so that you only have to correct him (at the most) three or four times for the behavior.

New Year Resolutiions
Cesar Millan
I encourage owners to make a commitment to their dogs a priority in the New Year
Walk your dog every day for at 45 minutes to an hour. Walking with your dog twice a day for 30 minutes is the first step toward improving your relationship with your dog. The walk is the foundation of your relationship. It is a powerful tool that will help you connect with all aspects of your dog's mind.

Set rules, boundaries and limitations every day. As a pack leader, you need to set the rules both inside and outside the house. What you allow and don't allow is up to you, but be consistent, use calm-assertive energy, and never, ever correct out of anger.

Live in the moment. Start the New Year with a clean slate for you and your dog. Let go of the past. Don't worry about the future. With your dog and in your day-to-day life, you will find many benefits.

Schedule playtime with your dog once a week. Play fetch. Go for a swim. Play Frisbee. Run an obstacle course. Just make sure your dog has had a long walk beforehand, and only play for the time you have decided in advance to allot. 

Share affection...at the right times only. After your dog has exercised or eaten. After your dog has changed an unwanted behavior into a behavior that you asked for. After your dog has responded to a rule or command. Share affection only when the dog is in a calm-submissive state!

A New Year's Wish

From the Internet

For every dog searching trash cans for breakfast - a full bowl with his name printed in bright letters.

For every dog who slept fitfully last night, chained in a frozen yard - a soft, warm bed with a person snoring gently nearby.

For every shelter dog, spending New Year's Eve in a soiled run - a forever home, filled with sounds and smells of family.

For every "Christmas" puppy given - a tolerant, caring owner who won't abandon you as you grow into a real dog.

For every ailing pet - enough money for your owner to pay the bills to make you well.

For every lost dog - a clear, safe road, and well marked path, to lead you home.

For every old and tired friend - a warm fire, and a soft bed, to ease your aches and pains.

And
For every Dog at the Bridge - a moment when you know that you are remembered, missed again, and loved forever.
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By Kyra Sundance
Available wherever books are sold, and at Petsmart stores nationwide.

*********************
Robert Earl Keen said, "The Road Goes On Forever and the Party Never Ends." For dog training: The road to building a better companion dog, never ends. (from DogProblems.com)
Animals Make The Perfect Humans"
By Rita Mae Brown
(submitted by Wendy Flegel)
-- In case there are a few on two legs who aren't convinced, allow me to present my case.  Your dog is a great food tester. If she won't eat it, you'd better not either.  No cat snores as loudly as a human.

Your cat, dog, horse or bird doesn't care if you're young or old, rich or poor, fat or thin. She loves you just as you are.

No animal has ever tortured himself by trying to be perfect. No herd of horses or pack of hounds will ever ask you to clap your hands in unison. Nor will any animal -- even in front of a TV camera -- introduce another as "the lovely and talented ..."Humans routinely breed past the food supply. Most animals are too smart to do this. Some animals are monogamous. Some are not. They accept their fundamental natures. When it comes to humans, the kindest way to approach this is to understand that monogamy is contrary to nature but necessary for the greater social good.Animals do not pay for sex. Animals cannot damage the water table. Humans are doing this all over the world even as you read this. No animal is ever a hypocrite. 
A cat doesn't care if another cat is black or white, so along as she catches mice. A dog may steal from you but will never lie to you. Given their unbelievable olfactory powers -- humans have about 6 million scent receptors; a dog has about 110 million -- your dog can smell friend or foe. Your dog knows who is sexually attracted to you and vice versa. You dog knows when you are about to have a heart attack or an epileptic seizure. They can even smell illness in you even before doctors catch wind of it (i.e. cancer). The point is, trust your dog.You can also trust your cat concerning most of the above examples as long as you realize: Dogs have owners; cats have staff.
A dog would not allow another dog to eat if it weren't in on the hunt. In the animal world, you have to pull your weight. Dogs and cats recognize mental illness in humans. Many of them can deal with it. Many of us cannot. 
Horses can work well with a physically compromised person. They are very giving animals. We are medium-size animals who survived and then flourished by hunting in packs, by cooperation. A horse is a large animal. The journey from your mind to a horse's mind is the longest journey you will ever take. 
If successful, it will be one of the strongest bonds of both of your lives, one you can never really explain to another human who has not made the journey. It is a bond of deep emotional richness. No animal will ever correct your grammar. Given that service dogs have a vocabulary of 300 or 400 words, this shows remarkable restraint on their part.

An animal knows when she is dying. However, she does not carry around the notion of her individual death. This, I believe, is the true gap between us and other sentient creatures. It is the root of our discontent, denial and search for escape.
Personally, I believe death is a greatly overrated experience. Much of it irritates me. I know when the good Lord jerks my chain, I'm going.

Animals remember. They have some concept of the simple past, but they live triumphantly in the present. Few of us do. Most animals have a sense of humor. Horses seem to have a highly developed one. Humans routinely deny this until they find themselves the butt of the joke.

Thanks to technology, we believe we are more powerful. Take that away, and our limitations (bad night vision; no fangs or claws; long dependency of offspring; terrible slowness compared to, say, a cat; etc.) make us falter. One of the reasons we made a social contract with domesticated animals years ago was to "borrow" their power, speed, senses. In return, we feed them, care for them. We have broken this contract. They have not.

No animal will ever speak those dreadful words, "We have to talk." Give thanks that your cat does not own a credit card. Aren't you sorry you do? No animal will ever send you a Christmas card and expect one in return. Surely, the devil invented the Christmas card. I rest my case. 
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