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	Club Officers

	President
	Toni Eichholz
	816-520-8029

	Vice-President
	Mark Swanson
	913-649-9521

	Secretary
	Erin Goins
	816-298-7786

	Treasurer
	Wendy Flegel
	816-289-0355

	Bench/Obedience
	Laura Roehrich
	913-385-8015

	Board Members
	Laura Roehrich
Crystal O’Dell
	816-385-8015

816-456-5427

	WCA Liaison
	Debby Neal
	816-436-9221

	Membership/

Ratings
	Mark Swanson
	913-649-9521

	Club Web Site
	http://www.WCGKC.org

	Ways & Means
	Crystal O’Dell
	816-456-5427

	Club Webmasters
	Toni Eichholz

Sharon Bridges
	816-520-8029
816-626-3256

	Club Newsletter
	Sherry Rife
	712-585-3427

	Editor Email
	greydog@myfmtc.com


Events to Note
Mar. 13
Club Meeting-RSVP Toni Eichholz
Mar. 13
K-9 Veterans Day
Mar. 19
WCGKC Annual Specialty Show
Mar. 20
Designated Specialty

MARCH 25 – Newsletter Deadline
Apri. 17-18  Pet Expo at American Royal
Dates on the March Calendar
14th Daylight Saving Time Begins

17th St. Patrick’s Day

20th First Day of Spring

28th Palm Sunday

Note: No president’s article was provided for this issue.
SPECIALTY!!!!
March 19, 2010 Friday night at the New Independence Event Center. Helpers will need to start showing up between 3:00 and 4:00 (I will let everyone know a definite time as soon as we know judging times). This is so we can get everything set up. Our designated specialty will be on March 20 same location. Friday night will be the evening that we will have our raffle!! Please contact Debby Neal – 816-436-9221 with any items you have available for the raffle or silent auction. Remember this is the BIG time for us to raise money for the club. Please help with any little thing you can come up with. Also need to work on sponsorships for the shows!! $25.00 for each class which helps to offset the various fees associated with putting on our show including judges, trophies, refreshments and various other items. If you or someone you know would wish to sponsor a class PLEASE send Laura Roehrich your first, second and third choice of class you would like to sponsor. You can contact her at weims4me77@yahoo.com or 913-385-0815. Please mail sponsorships to Laura Roehrich – 7611 Rosewood Dr. – Prairie Village, KS, 66208. Toni & Wendy will take care of the sandwiches this year and Mark Swanson will take care of beverages and condiments for the sandwiches. Please let me know if you will be available to help!  Call me 913-385-0815 or email weims4me77@yahoo.com.  

Thanks everyone and I am looking forward to seeing everyone there!!

Laura Roehrich

Show Chairperson

Upcoming Club Meeting
Members will meet March 13 at Corner Café, Riverside, 9 a.m.. Please RSVP to Toni Eichholz at 816-520-8029.
Law of Expectation
From DogProblems.com
According to "Adam's Law of Expectation": Your dog will respond to commands and his environment in a manner that is consistent with how you expect him to respond.

I've seen this time and time again, when working with clients. For example, an owner's dog shows possessive behavior over a bone or a toy. The owner apprehensively tries to take the bone away, but their dog responds by possessively guarding the toy and may even run off with it.

Game over.

Then, I approach the dog and calmly just take the toy. The doggives it up without even thinking about responding in a possessive manner. And the owner is left with their mouth gaping open, followed by the often-heard surprise remark (so well-known to professional dog trainers) "Why doesn't he do that for me?"

He doesn't, because dogs are experts in reading body language. Even better than humans are. And they will react in a manner that is consistent with how you expect them to act. Thus: Adam's Law of Expectations.

If you act confident when you give commands and EXPECT that your dog will react accordingly--then he will. (Assuming you're using the right techniques).

If you act without confidence--forgetaboutit! Your dog will instantly know you're not someone to be respected. And if you're not someone to be respected, then your dog will not bond with you, listen to you or want to please you.

Who is Eligible for Grand Champion Competition?
The following categories of dogs are entered in this competition: 

1. Dogs that are Champions of Record competing in Best of Breed or Best of Variety class.

2. Dogs transferred to Best of Breed/Variety which according to their owners’ records have completed the requirements for a championship but whose championships are unconfirmed. (The showing of dogs whose championships are unconfirmed is limited to a period of 90 days from the date of show where a dog completed the requirements for a championship according to the owners’ records.)

3. Champions that win Non-Regular Classes and become eligible for Best of Breed competition. (Altered or spayed CH veteran class winners at independent specialties are eligible.)

4. Winners Dog and Winners Bitch are not eligible for Grand Champion competition.

At the judge's discretion, Grand Championship points may be awarded to: 

1. Best of Breed or Variety

2. Best of Opposite

3. Select Dog

4. Select Bitch

Grand Champion competition will not continue beyond Best of Breed competition and in breeds that are divided into varieties, Grand Champion Competition will not continue beyond Best of Variety competition.

What are the requirements to earn the Grand Champion Title? 

1. 25 Grand Champion points.

2. A minimum of 9 points won at 3 shows with ratings of 3 or more points (Major wins) under three different judges, and one or more of the balance of points won under a 4th judge.

3. At least one Champion of Record was defeated at three of these shows.

How are Grand Champion points computed? 

1. Grand Champion points are only to be awarded to dogs the judge considers deserving.

2. Grand Champions points awarded to the Best of Breed/Variety shall count all dogs of both sexes competing in the regular classes and in Best of Breed/Variety competition.

3. Grand Champion points awarded to Best of Opposite Sex shall count all dogs of their sex competing in the regular classes and in Best of Breed/Variety competition.

4. Grand Champion points awarded to Select Dog/Bitch shall count all dogs of their sex defeated in the Best of Breed/Variety competition as well as the dogs of their sex in the regular classes.

5. The entry of non-regular classes are not counted for computation of Grand Champion points to be awarded.

Judging Procedure 

1. Choose BOB, BOW and BOS

2. If quality warrants, choose a Select Dog (SD) and Select Bitch (SB) from the remaining Champions in the BOB ring (Do not consider BOW, WD or WB)

3. Annotate the judge's book certification as to the eligibility and quality of the Grand Champion points being awarded or withheld.

4. Award BOB, BOS, SD and SB ribbons if determined to be of eligible and deserving of the Grand Champion title. See: http://mail5.akc.org:80/track?type=click&mailingid=2202&messageid=2124&databaseid=2147&serial=1200946038&emailid=moonstoneweims@yahoo.com&userid=3045&extra=&&&grandchampion&&&http://www.akc.org/pdfs/judges_sheet_conformation.pdf for example of the revised judge's book form.

Administration 

1. On May 12, 2010 Grand Champion competition will be included in all shows offering BOB or BOV competition.

2. Premium lists - Other than prize listings, there is no requirement to address Grand Champion competition in the premium list since it is included in all shows that offer BOB or BOV. However, there is no restriction should superintendents and secretaries want to bring attention to the new competition.

3. Judging Schedule - No additional information is required.

4. Ribbons - BOB and BOS do not require an additional ribbon. Light blue & white ribbons for SD & SB. Flat ribbons or rosettes are equally acceptable. "Select" is acceptable wording however "Grand Champion Select" is acceptable and more descriptive.

5. Ring Markers - Just as with BOB, BOW and BOS, there is no AKC requirement to have SD and SB placem

AKC Canine Partner
The cost to list a dog for its lifetime as an AKC Canine Partner is $35 and includes many benefits, including:
• Eligibility to compete in AKC Agility, Obedience and Rally trials
• Complimentary 60-Day Trial AKC Pet Healthcare Plan
• Lifetime enrollment in AKC CAR Lost & Found Recovery Service
• AKC CAR collar tag with unique AKC Canine Partners Listing Number
• One-year subscription to AKC Family Dog magazine
• AKC Canine Partners Certificate of Recognition
• AKC Canine Partners Decal
Owners may list their dogs online and receive their dog’s number within minutes. Paper applications are also available. To get more information on listing a dog, access www.akcccaninepartners.org
To be listed, dogs must be spayed or neutered or, in the case of a puppy, the owner must be planning to have them “fixed.” The spay/neuter must be completed before the owner can enter their dog in competitions.
Exercise Plans

By Lori Mauger, CPDT

As you know, the STAR Puppy program includes a requirement that you submit an exercise plan to your instructor. The philosophy behind this requirement is to highlight the importance of regular activity in your dog’s life as well as to remind you that one-on-one dog/owner time is a critical necessity for your dog’s overall well being.

The good news is that training your dog counts as exercise—MENTAL exercise. Dogs need their minds stimulated just as much as they need an outlet for the physical energy in their bodies. Therefore, those of you who included dog training as part of your exercise plan are to be commended! By the way, training doesn’t always have to be the “formal” exercises that you learn in class—training includes teaching the dog some tricks such as beg and rollover, and it also includes teaching the dog some games. In fact, games that are governed by specific rules are the best way to accomplish your total mission:
• To exercise the dog’s mind
• To exercise the dog’s body
• To provide the dog with opportunities to interact and socialize with you
Why are games so important? Think back to when you were a child. How did you have fun? You played games, of course! Whether it was baseball or basketball, you got together with your friends and played games that had specific rules. Dogs, like people, are extremely social beings. Therefore, there’s nothing they enjoy more than to play games with you. So how do you play organized games with a dog?

• First, you teach them the rules (training)
• Then, you enforce the rules (sportsmanship/good behavior)
• Finally, you have fun! (exercise and socialization)
Games can be anything you dream up. For example, maybe you already play fetch with your dog, but the only criteria for the game are that you throw the toy, and the dog brings it back. So how about modifying the fetch game with some simple rules? First, have the dog sit while you pick up the toy. If the dog breaks the sit when you reach for the toy, then don’t pick it up! Start again, and remember to only pick up the toy if the dog remains in a sit. Next, hold the dog’s collar while you throw the toy (just like we do when the “wait” exercise is introduced using the dog’s food bowl to teach him about self control). When the dog stops straining against his collar, release him to run and get the toy. While the dog runs to the toy, you run the other way and hide! When the dog realizes you’re gone, allow him to briefly search for you (be quiet as he does so). If he finds you—hooray!! His reward is another game. However, if the dog doesn’t find you, then peek out from your hiding spot and call his name (which also reinforces the “name game” exercise). When he gets to you, either reward him with a treat, or start the game again. Remember, the game itself is rewarding for the dog, so food probably isn’t necessary. Each time you play, try to pick a different hiding spot to keep it interesting for the dog. I can’t stress it enough: dogs LOVE this type of play! I hope that game playing becomes a top priority in your exercise plan.

©2009 Lori Mauger, CPDT

hipraise@optonline.net
Permission to reprint with credit to author.
Insight for Dog Lovers

Cesar Millan

The more you learn about dog psychology, the better you will be able to connect with your canine companion!

Dogs are not humans. Before they receive love and affection, they need exercise, clear direction, and leadership. Giving them love alone doesn't create balance in their lives. Be a pack leader!

Rehabilitating a dog is not about "fixing" it. It's about you, the owner, creating the intention for what you want, not what you’re feeling. Dogs pick up on feelings of fear, doubt, or worry – and they will move to fill them by attempting to become dominant.

Practice unwavering leadership every day, especially on your walk. The energy you're projecting internally is the message you're sending to your dog.

Dedicate at least 45 minutes of time to the dog’s walk in the morning. Let the dog know you have a consistent pattern that you expect it to follow. Utilize your dog's energy in a positive manner.

Don't expect more from your dog(s) than your own children. Dogs need discipline, too. Give them rules, boundaries, and limitations as well as love.

Avoid nurturing your dog's fears or unstable mind. Imagine a successful scenario and hold it in your mind when dealing with your dog. You are the source of your dog’s energy. You are the role model.

Challenge the dog's mind - dogs want to know what to do with their lives. Let the dog work for your affection. Once in a calm-submissive state, your love will intensify those qualities in your dog.

Dogs need"on" and "off" time. Engage them fully in structured times together; then they can relax and avoid impatient or destructive behaviors.

Dogs show us how much we can learn - they live in the moment. Try it!
What Do Westminster Folks Say
(from the Internet)
Ever wonder what real dog show people think of the Christopher Guest mockumentary Best in Show? That depends on how their breed was depicted.

"They're just like in the movie!" said Anne Sikorski backstage at Westminster, lifting up her Norwich terrier Red Rock the way Gerry Fleck (actor Eugene Levy) does in the film when Norwich "Winky" wins the whole shebang. "They're easy. Very active, happy, easygoing."

Sikorski's friend, Maria Sherman, actually got her first Norwich because of the film. "I liked their look and personality," she said. "God loves a terrier," Sikorski said, referencing the song Gerry and Cookie Fleck (Catherine O'Hara) sing in the movie.

But what about owners of a dog that didn't win the cup, didn't receive a musical tribute?




Jennifer Martin backstage at Westminster.
Cue the Weimaraner, depicted in the film as a high-strung -- even disturbed -- dog.

"It shows them as a neurotic dog, but the owners projected their neuroses on the dog. The dog couldn't care less about buzzy bee," said Susan Thomas, referencing a scene in which Parker Posy's character refuses to give her dog any toy but a stuffed bee. Thomas showed her Weimaraner named Knockin' on Heaven's Door at Westminster on Tuesday. "The Weimaraner takes on the personality of its owners. They're perceptive."

She and Jennifer Martin, who showed her Weimarancer Sizzle, both say the breed is smart -- so smart it can open doors and let itself out.

"It's not like a golden retriever or a Lab ... a Weimaraner is too smart to just be," said Martin. "They're regal, fabulous and more intelligent than their humans most of the time."

Still, she said Best in Show is "hilarious."

"When the movie Best in Show came out ... we were a little worried it was going to make fun of the sport," Westminster co-host told USA TODAY in this video. "But it didn't make fun of the dogs ... it only made fun of the people and we laugh about it, we admit to being a target-rich environment." One thing's for sure -- like Star Wars at Comic-Con -- it's a film everyone in attendance has seen -- and provide choice quotes on request.

EDITOR’S NOTE: I corrected the spelling of Weimaraner in this article.
Steps to Save Your Shoes
Cesar Millan

You walk into your bedroom to find your dog chewing up your favorite pair of shoes. What do you do, and how do you stop it from happening again? Here are 5 steps to reclaiming your shoes, your socks, your sofa, and any other household object your dog enjoys destroying.
Remain calm. Unleashing your anger on your dog won't accomplish anything. In fact, it can further unbalance your dog - and move him to seek another object to chew to calm down!
Correct your dog. Do not try to grab the object away or take the dog away from the object. Instead, you can use a light touch correction on the neck or hindquarters to get your dog's attention away from the object.
Redirect the behavior. If the correction didn't get your dog to drop the object, find something else that will, such as the scent of a treat or another toy.
Claim the object. Use your energy and body language to communicate to your dog that the object is yours. It can be helpful to imagine an invisible boundary around you and the object.

Find safe chew toys. Many dogs use chewing as a way to calm themselves. Puppies who are teething chew to relieve pain. Provide an object that they can safely chew, such as a chew toy or a bully stick.

If your dog chews up objects while you are away from home, this may be a symptom of separation anxiety

Indoor Activities

Cesar Millan

In an ideal world, I know that we would all walk our dogs twice a day, for 30 minutes to an hour each time. Unfortunately, the world we live in is not always ideal; in fact, it's sometimes downright inconvenient! When harsh weather hits, or circumstances make it difficult or impossible to venture outside for physical exercise, don't despair! There are activities that you can enjoy with your dog right in the comfort of your own home.

Treadmill – The treadmill is a fantastic and very convenient way for your dog to get the exercise from the all-important walk without leaving home. Although not a full-time replacement for the walk, the treadmill can be used to supplement daily exercise, or, in the case of bad weather, substitute it for a short period. Remember to take it slow and allow your dog to get accustomed to the treadmill before leaping right into a running regimen. Once your dog has the hang of it, don't be surprised if you enter the room one morning to find him sitting expectantly, waiting to be allowed to play with it!
Hide and Seek – You can play this with family members or treats. Ask your dog to use his nose to find the hidden items or people, and reward him. This can be a fun way to get bored kids involved. Again, be clear when the activity begins and ends. When you decide the game is over, it's over!
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“It’s snowing again.”
Minutes of February Club Meeting

Meeting called to order by Toni Eichholz on February 13, 2010 at 12:57 p.m.

Motion was made by Debby Neal to accept the minutes as printed in the February newsletter, seconded by Wendy Flegel, voted and passed unanimously.

Secretaries Report: received a letter from Comfort Suites near the Independence Events Center offering $94 rooms from AKC dogs and their handlers.

Treasurers Report: received a letter from the WCA requesting trophy donations. Toni suggested putting together a Kansas City-specific basket of items for their raffle. Debby made a motion for the Club to donate the basket of items to the WCA, seconded by Wendy, voted and approved. Toni will put the basket together and get it to Deb/Laura by May 14th. Wendy will e-mail Marge from WCA and let her know that we are sending the basket.

Specialty Report:  The Specialty will be on Friday, March 19th at the new Independence Event Center. Helpers will need to start showing up no later than 3 pm so that we can get everything set up. The Premium list came out and everything is good to go. Erin will help with the raffle since Deb will be busy that evening. Please continue to collect items and get with Debby (816-436-9221) or Erin (816-298-7786) with any items you have available for donation for the raffle and/or silent auction. One good example from last year’s silent auction was a picnic basket full of goodies.
Our designated specialty will be on Saturday, March 20th at the same location.

Hunt Test and Ratings: will be in October.

Membership: We are pleased to have 2 visitors here today- Darren & Lana. We gave them an app and hope to see them next month at the Specialty ;-)

Website: The website was renewed for 6 months and the renewal will come up again in a few months. Toni pointed out that the current site meets our needs (store, calendar, etc) and if we leave it the way it is, we won’t have to purchase software. The current site also has several tools that we aren’t currently utilizing that we could look into in the future. It was decided that a website committee should be formed- that way more people are trained on it and can go in and update it. Wendy made a motion to leave the website where it is with the understanding that there will be a committee that will help to keep it updated. Erin seconded- voted & approved. If you are interested in joining the committee, please contact Toni before the Specialty.

Newsletter: The Club appreciates all of that work that Sherry does with the newsletter- it’s great! Feel free to send her anything that you would like to see included. Erin will update the e-mail newsletter distribution list and will have an updated roster at the next meeting.

Pet Expo: The Pet Expo will be April 17th & 18th at The American Royal. Toni is putting the raffle basket together. The proceeds will be divided between National Rescue, Midwest Paws, and the Club. Wendy is organizing the Pet Expo.

Old Business: Year-long raffle- we had a discussion of new ideas for the raffle. Deb suggested a shotgun but we were unsure of the specifics of raffling off a shotgun. Darren will do some research and Deb will price some so we’ll have a better idea for future reference. Sharon suggested a BBQ grill which we all agreed was a great idea! Sharon made a motion to purchase a BBQ grill ($125 limit) for our year-long raffle. Wendy seconded- voted & approved. Should it need to be shipped, the Club will cover the first $20 of the cost.

New Business: At a later date we will discuss the possibly of having a consecutive raffle with the shotgun geared more towards the Hunt/Ratings Test.

Upcoming meetings:

March 13th – 9:00 a.m. – Corner Café – Riverside – Please RSVP to Toni Eichholz at 816-520-8029

March 19th – Annual Specialty at Independence Event Center – be there by 3 p.m!

March 20th – Designated Specialty at Independence Event Center
April 17th & 18th – Pet Expo – American Royal

Wendy brought up the fact that she needs to get the dates from Laura for James A. Reed so that she can pay them.
Motion made by Debby to adjourn the meeting and eat! Seconded by Wendy and passed unanimously.

A big Thank You to Wendy for hosting the meeting for the members and their doggies!
Respectfully submitted by Erin Goins
Think Spring!
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